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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 



T his month we will recognise 
police who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

National Police Remembrance Day 
is on Saturday, 29 September, a day 
when the country pays its respects 
to those who have died in the 
line of duty. 

As we do each and every year, 
Victoria Police will hold a march and 
memorial service. This year it will be 
held on Friday, 28 September, where 
we will reflect on the police who 
have died and pay tribute to those 
who work every day to keep the 
community safe. 


I encourage you and your families 
to attend the service and share this 
special time with us at the Victoria 
Police Memorial,Tom’s Block, 

St Kilda Road, Melbourne, 
at 9.20am. 

Our police members know the 
dangers involved in policing, yet they 
continue to serve the community. It 
is a great loss when any police 
member dies in the line of duty. 

We also remember our emergency 
services colleagues elsewhere in the 
world.This year marks the 11th 
anniversary of the 11 September, 
2001 (9/11) terrorist attacks in 


New York, and ourthoughts go 
to the families and friends of our 
overseas colleagues who sacrificed 
their lives tryingto help the victims. 

I was privileged to open the 9/11 
A Uniform Response exhibition at 
the Victoria Police Museum this 
month and the courage displayed 
by the emergency responders was 
quite moving. I encourage you to 
see this exhibition which honours 
the efforts of our police and 
emergency services colleagues 
in the United States. 

KEN LAY, APM 


Editor’s note: 

See the bock page of this edition of Police Life for details about the National Police Remembrance Day march and service. 
Read more about the 9/11 exhibition on page 3 of this edition of Police Life. 
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MAKING NEWS 


FOR THE LATEST POLICE NEWS VISIT 

www.vicpolicenews.com.au 



FOR THE FIRST TIME OUTSIDE OF NEW YORK CITY, 

AN EXHIBITION SHOWING THE EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
TO THE 11 SEPTEMBER, 2001 (9/11) TERRORIST ATTACKS 
IS ON DISPLAY AT THE VICTORIA POLICE MUSEUM. 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF THE 
ASSOCIATED PRESS AND NEW YORK 
CITY POLICE MUSEUM 


> 9/11: A Uniform Response will be 
on display at the Victoria Police 
Museum, World Trade Centre, 
Mezzanine Level, entry via 
Siddeley Street, Melbourne. 

> The exhibition runs from 
11 September to the end of 
March 2013. The Museum is 
open from 10am to hpm on 
weekdays. Entry is free. Visit 
www.police.vic.gov.au/museum 
on the internet to find out more. 


W hen two planes crashed into 
New York’s World Trade Centre 
towers, people everywhere felt the 
city’s anguish. 

For police in Victoria, while they 
were far away from Ground Zero, 
their thoughts were with the 
emergency services who were 
first to go in to assist. Almost 3000 
people died duringthe attacks, 23 
of whom worked for the New York 
Police Department, 37 from the 
Port Authority and New Jersey 
police departments, and 343 from 
the New York Fire Department. 

They were the first responders. 

The scenes that followed, showing 
images of people fleeing the site 
and emergency services heading in, 
showed their determination to get 
as many people out as possible. 


Over a decade later, these 
images are still poignant and can 
now be seen in Australia for the 
first time in the 9/11: A Uniform 
Response exhibition at the Victoria 
Police Museum. 

Marking the 11th anniversary of 
the terrorist attacks, the exhibition 
features images taken by 
award-winning Associated Press 
photographers depictingthe morning 
of the attacks, the courageous 
response in the days and weeks 
afterward, the recovery and the 
building of 1 World Trade Centre. 

As part of the exhibit, the New 
York Police Department and all 
first responders are honoured in 
photographs capturing the horror 
as people raced from the collapsing 
north tower, dust-covered New Yorkers 
making their way through the debris 
and more. 


The New York City Police 
Museum’s Executive Director Julie 
Bose said she was delighted that 
the exhibition would be shown 
in Melbourne. 

“We hope the exhibit offers 
visitors a chance to remember the 
courage and bravery that the first 
responders showed the world that 
day,” she said. 

Eleven years ago, police from 
across Victoria donated money to 
send the Blue Ribbon Foundation’s 
Constable T Bear toys and messages 
of support to the families of police 
who died on 9/11. 

The idea came from St Kilda 
Police Station’s Leading Senior 
Constable Matthew Griffiths. 

“We wanted to do something 
for the emergency service workers,” 
he said. 

“It doesn’t matter if a police 
member dies in your street or in 
another country, you instantly have 
empathy. It gives you a reality check 
on life. 

“I wanted to try to make it better 
for the kids of the police who tried 
to help on the day and didn’t come 
home to their families.” ■ 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


WHAT CAN FARMERS DO TO PREVENT 
LIVESTOCK THEFT? 



DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE TONY EUVRARD 

BALLARAT CRIME INVESTIGATION UNIT 

“By tagging and branding their animals and letting 

police know immediately if something happens.” 





V. 


ACTING SERGEANT KORI FRASER 

BALLARAT POLICE STATION 

“It’s important to make neighbours aware if livestock 
goes missing. Ear tagging is important and even if 
low numbers get stolen farmers should let the police 
know.” 



CONSTABLE AYDEN BOURNE 

MELTON POLICE STATION 

“I have worked in farming areas and a lot of the time 
poor fencing can be an issue. To prevent animals from 
wandering off and getting stolen good fencing and 
locks need to be in place.” 


BLUETUBEFEATURE 

NEWS BEFORE 
THE NEWS 

Watch the latest police news in a weekly video covering 
what is happening in the world of policing. 

The news bulletins, primarily aimed at public transport users 
heading home, are presented by a police member and run for 
about 90 seconds. The videos are posted online on YouTube, 
Facebook and Twitter on Wednesday afternoons. 

To view the videos log on to the Victoria Police Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/victoriapolice or on Twitter 
at www.twitter.com/VictoriaPolice on the internet. 




POLICEFACT 


It is an offence to drive with a dog or any 
other animal on your lap. People caught 
breaching the rule could face a fine of 
up to $704.20 under the Road Safety 
Road Rules 2009. 
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POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK AB0UTTHE MAGAZINE, 
YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAX OR EMAI L POLICE LIFE 
AT: POLICE LIFE, GP0 BOX 913, 
MELBOURNE, 3001. 

FAX: 9247 5982 

EMAIL: policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 



FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
ATWWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
VICT0RIAP0LICE ON THE 
INTERNET. 


GoStorm1@VictoriaPolice 

Well done guys...keep up the good 
work. #hoonsRgoons 


COMMUNITY STRENGTH 

On behalf of the community, our 
deepest thanks go out to Inspector 
Geoffrey Kedge, Avondale Heights 
members and all others who were 
so professional and caring during a 
siege in East Keilor. 

Of course Victoria Police are 
always seeking to do their very 
best, but the compassion for the 
community that members displayed 
during the siege and by hosting a 
community barbecue after it was all 
over, states a great deal about the 
quality of members we have serving 
our community. 

Everyone with whom I have 
spoken has nothing but praise for 
Victoria Police. 


NicoleeMurreU@VictoriaPolice 

Thank you for being so helpful this 
afternoon when we reported our car 
break in. #docklandspolicestation 

@Lenigma 

I applaud @VictoriaPolice work. 

They need to get morons off the road 
to protect people doing right thing. 


Thank you from the people of 
Moo nee Valley. 

ORANGE KENOSJP 
MOON EE VALLEY 

Editor’s note 

Read more about how police 
assisted the Keilor community after 
the siege on page 14. 


VICTIM ASSISTANCE 

I was assaulted in April last 
year and the case went to court in 
February this year. As there was 
an intervention order in place and 
it was continually breached, for a 
period of time I was making weekly 
statements. 

I would like to commend 
Broadmeadows Police Station’s 
Constable Alex Lewis for his 
professionalism and attitude during 
the past year. 

He always returned my calls 
promptly, kept me updated with the 
progress of the case and I never 
once felt like I was bothering or 
pestering him. He could see how 
traumatic and distressing it was for 
me and through the Victims of Crime 
Assistance Tribunal I was able to 
receive counselling. 

I felt he was genuinely concerned 
for my welfare and ensured I 
received the appropriate care. 

As I had never had any dealings 
with police before and only really 
ever hear negative comments, I felt 
the need to commend Const Lewis. 
Thankyou. 

NAMESUPPLIED 
WEST MEADOWS 


OVERSEAS VISITOR 

I am a Canadian police officer 
deployed to Melbourne, in an 
effort to further my studies and 
experience in the management of 
high-risk offenders. As a recipient 
of an Endeavour Executive Award, 

I was provided leave and financial 
support to travel to Australia 
and work among Victoria Police 
members and other related 
agencies to monitor sexual 
and violent offenders. 

It has been a very fortunate 
opportunity to be placed within 
the Sex Offender Registry Unit. 

The staff have been very 
welcoming, provided guidance and 
assistance when I wished to make 
contact with internal and external 
partners, and they have acted 
as wonderful ambassadors for 
Melbourne. 

I want to express my sincere 
appreciation to Victoria Police, 
the Sex Offender Registry Unit, and 
all the other staff and partnering 
agencies that have contributed in 
making this fellowship a rewarding 
opportunity. 

DETECTIVE JAMES CLOVER 
EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE 
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PHOTOGRAPHY PETER CLARKE 


RICHARD CASTANO 


RANK Leading Senior Constable 

AGE 47 

GRADUATED 1999 

STATION Stonnington Highway Patrol 


WHAT IS THE MOST CHALLENGING PART OF YOUR JOB? 

It’s not easy to keep up with the changes. There have been a lot of 
changes in technology and when I started there were no such things as 
Mobile Data Terminals. Every couple of months the legislation changes 
and we have to ensure we keep up with case law. 


WHY DID YOU JOIN VICTORIA POLICE? 

I was looking to do something exciting and different and I always had 
respect for police. I was working in the motor trade at Binks Ford 
in Footscray before I joined the police. I was 34 at the time and was 
living in Braybrook in the western suburbs of Melbourne. 

WHAT WAS IT LIKE GOING THROUGH THE VICTORIA POLICE 
ACADEMY ATTHETIME? 

It was a lot different from now because there were only two squads in 
the Academy at the time. The squad was a lot younger than they tend to 
be now and I was the older one so I had to work hard to keep up with the 
young recruits. 

WHAT DO YOUR DUTIES INVOLVE? 

It is my job to enforce the road rules to try and reduce road trauma as 
part of working in the Highway Patrol. It involves working on booze bus 
operations and goingto collisions and just making sure everyone does 
the right thing and gets to their destination safely. 


IS THERE ANY ADVICE YOU WOULD PASS ON TO A NEW RECRUIT? 

Come in with an open mind. Try general duties first and decide what you 
like to do and don’t like to do and follow that career path. There are so 
many options and different career paths at Victoria Police. 

TELL US A FUNNY STORY FROM THE JOB? 

The other members here at Stonnington call me George because my 
surname is similar to that of the character George Costanza on the 
Seinfeld television show. When I pick up the phone I sometimes get 
‘Can’t stand ya’which is a funny reference to the show. It’s all a bit of fun. 

WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT RICHARD CASTANO 

“He is one of the most conscientious workers we have in terms of going 
out and policing our roads. He has an uncanny ability to find disqualified 
and suspended drivers. He is so dedicated to his job and is popular with 
his peers,” Stonnington's Senior Constable James Robbins said. 
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BRIEFING 



PSO Boost 


P rotective Services Officers (PSO) 
were deployed at Broadmeadows, 
Frankston, Box Hill, Epping and 
Noble Park railway stations in 
August, boosting the number of 
PSOs working at stations across 
greater Melbourne to 145. 

The decision about which 
stations would get PSOs first 
was based on factors such as 
the level of reported crime and 
unsocial behaviour. 


VICTORIA POLICE 

TOP 10 STORIES FROM 

www.vicpolicenews.com.au 


••A 


2 . 

Police Blueprint 
launched 


3 . 

Station 
rises from 


A public awareness campaign was started to draw attention 
to Victoria Police’s ability to intervene in cases of serious 
bullying under Brodie’s Law. 

The law applies to serious bullying, including bullying in 
the workplace. It was introduced last year in June, after 
19-year-old Brodie Panlock ended her life as a result of 
enduring a persistent campaign of bullying by three of her 
co-workers. 


4 . 

Safety 

Blitz 


V ictoria Police targeted 
motorists and pedestrians 
who cross train tracks 
against safety signals as 
part of National Rail Safety 
Week in August. 

Police ran a series of high- 
visibility and plain clothed 
operations at level crossings 
and train stations across 
Victoria. 


ON RED 
SIGNAL 


5 . Awareness 
for Brodie’s Law 


C hief Commissioner Ken Lay launched 
the Victoria Police Blueprint 201 2-15. 

The Blueprint sets out the strategic direction 
of the organisation for the next three years and 
lists priorities for Victoria Police to tackle. Visit 
www.police.vic.gov.au to read the Blueprint. 


VICTORIA 

POLICE 

BLUEPRINT 

2012-15 


the ashes 


The official opening of 
Marysville Police Station 
represented another step 
along the road to recovery 
for the local community after 
the Black Saturday bushfires 
devastated the town in 2009. 

After the fires, police set 
up in a shed before moving 
to a temporary station in 
neighboring Buxton. 



POSSUM MAGIC 

Police from Gisborne Police Station were 
given a helping hand when a local possum 
decided to take part in some undercover 
police work. 

Leading Senior Constable Karl Hartney spotted 
the possum on the side of the road while 
on a nightshift patrol in Mount Macedon. 

The ever-confident possum walked up to Ldg 
Sen Const Hartney and climbed up his leg and 
back before resting on his shoulder. 

Ldg Sen Const Hartney said it was the first 
time he had seen a possum behave that way. 


POSTER BOY 

A man who stole a Crime Stoppers ‘wanted’ 
poster from a board at Belgrave Railway Station 
ended up starring in his own poster. 

The offender entered the station with several 
associates and, after seeing a crime poster 
he liked, decided to steal it from the board. 

Police do not know the identity of the man but he 
now appears in a new Crime Stoppers poster 
with images of himself stealing the poster. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 



Qusa 

I A Miami woman refused to stop for police 
! after being caught speeding because she 
| was topless. Police tried to pull her over but 
| she sped away. The vehicle she was driving 
| was Later spotted by a police helicopter. 

| She allegedly told police she was topless 
! to surprise her boyfriend. AFP 


Q AUSTRIA 

i Hundreds of paedophiles prowling on 
; the internet were identified in an operation 
j in 141 countries, according to Austrian 
j federal police. In Austria alone, operation 
| ‘Carole’found 272 suspects, making it the 
| biggest-ever police sweep against child 
| pornography in the small alpine country. AFP 


6 . New road 
safety approach 

V ictoria Police reactivated speed cameras 
on the Hume Highway in August, with the 
cameras able to detect point-to-point and for 
the first time, instantaneous offences. 

The cameras were set up to provide greater 
coverage of speed offences along the highway, 
helping to create a safer road network. 



8 . Card theft 


9 . Soccer tour 


C obram detectives arrested a postal contract 
worker after money was allegedly stolen 
from birthday cards posted in the area over 
the last 1 2 months. 

A 46-year-old Yarrawonga woman was 
arrested and charged with theft, tampering 
and delaying mail. 



The Victoria Police Soccer Club travelled 
to Vietnam for the second time this 
year to participate in an international 
event with six countries. 

Assistant Commissioner Andrew Crisp 
joined the team, which included police 
from South Australia, New South Wales 
and the Australian Federal Police. 



As well as playing soccer, the club 
also spent time visiting orphanages and 
charities in the area. 


10 . Three in 30 

T hree drivers had their cars impounded within 30 minutes of each other in separate incidents 
in Frankston in August. 

Sergeant Peter Martin from the Frankston Highway Patrol said police were very surprised to impound 
the three vehicles in such a short space of time with one driver losing his vehicle for the fourth time. 



7 . City West 
Complex 

V ictoria Police announced the location of a 
purpose-built complex at 313 Spencer Street, 
Melbourne. At the gateway of the Docklands, 
the site will feature Melbourne’s largest police 
station, at its base providing enhanced security for 
pedestrians moving from the Docklands precinct 
to Southern Cross Station or King Street. The 
complex will accommodate 1600 staff, including 
the Melbourne West Police Station, North West 
Metro Headquarters, Crime and Intelligence 
and Covert Support departments. The 
building will embrace modern technology 
and communication infrastructure. 

Relocation is planned for mid-2015. 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 


$ 100,000 

The reward set by Victoria Police in August for any information 
leading to the identification, whereabouts, arrest and return to 
Victoria of Puneet Puneet who fled Australia on serious charges. 


78 

Keilor Downs Police Station’s Senior Sergeant Trevor O’Shanassy 
and his wife Denese retired from Victoria Police in July after 
a combined 78 years’ service. 


30 

A 20-year-old Aspendale woman’s car was impounded 
for 30 days after she was caught speeding 179 kilometres 
per hour (km/h) in a 100 km/h zone travelling inbound 
on the Monash Freeway near Warrigal Road. 
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EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


11 was devastating. 

I Thieves had gotten their hands 
on a dozen of the Patterson family’s 
prized Friesian dairy heifers. 

The young, female cows had 
wandered off the family farm the 
night before and by early morning 
had disappeared. 

Each was worth well over $1000 
and could be used to breed calves to 
replace cattle being moved for sale. 

They could also produce milk 
for up to five years. 

It was a major financial loss 
to the family. 

But that was in 2009. 

In October last year, Victoria 
Police established the Livestock 
and Farm Crime Specialist Group 
to reduce livestock theft and 
farm crime. 

A network of 44 Agricultural 
Liaison Officers (AGLOs) has been 
set up in rural areas across the 
state to investigate farm crime, 
provide advice to other police and 
establish relationships with local 
stakeholders. 

The AGLOs are ranked from 
constable to inspector and combine the 
role with their regular police duties. 
















THE RECENT FORMATION OF THE 
LIVESTOCK AND FARM CRIME SPECIALIST 
GROUP IS ALREADY MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
TO FARMERS IN COUNTRY VICTORIA. 


Lisa Patterson and her husband 
Bruce, who live on a farm in the small 
Victorian town of Terang, agreed the 
move was a step in the right direction. 

“When our heifers were stolen 
police conducted an investigation 
but nothing was uncovered,” 

Mrs Patterson said. “It is good to 
know there is a specialist police 
team out there now which targets 
thefts from farms. Their presence 
in the local area puts pressure on 
those people who thinkthey can get 
away with stealing from farmers.” 

The departing head of the 
specialist group, Commander 
Rick Nugent, said one of the key 
challenges for police was encouraging 
farmers to report livestock and 
farm theft. 

“Underreporting is a big issue as 
we need to know the full extent of 
the problem to provide an adequate 
response and effectively target the 
crimes,” Cdr Nugent said. “We also 
need more information from the 
farming community about people 
involved or suspected of being 
involved in theft of livestock 
and equipment.” 

Cdr Nugent said some of the 
reasons for underreporting 
included farmers not being able to 
determine when the stock was 
stolen because they did not count 
their stock numbers often and some 
assumed the chance of police 
recovering the stock was low. 


“Before the Livestock and Farm 
Crime Specialist Group was formed, 
some farmers felt the police were 
not interested in these thefts. 

This perception is changing,” 

Cdr Nugent said. 

Two AGLOs working in Ballarat, 
detective leading senior constables 
John Jess and Rodney Stepnell, make 
regular visits to local farms and the 
stock sale yards in Ballarat, which 
take place every Tuesday. 

Det Ldg Sen Const Stepnell said 
it was important for farmers to 
report all livestock thefts, even 
small numbers. 

“At the stock sale yards sheep 
are counted when farmers bring 
them in but not when they go out,” 
Det Ldg Sen Const Stepnell said. 
“Someone might buy 20 sheep but 
as they’re walking along the yards 
to their trucks they might take 
two out of another pen. By the time 
they get to their truck they might 
have 40 sheep. 

“It has the potential to happen a 
lot but many farmers don’t know it. 
Every farmer tells us they lose at 
least 20 to 30 sheep each year but 
they don’t report it and wear that 
loss for the year. It ends up being 
a lot of money over 10 years with 
every sheep worth around $130.” 

One of the key functions of 
the AGLOs is dealing with local 
stock agents. 

Agents prepare stock for sale 
and represent farmers at the 
stock sale yards. 


Detective leading senior 
constables Jess and Stepnell 
have held meetings with agents 
to discuss their roles and inform 
them about how to prevent thefts. 

“We went to an Australian 
Livestock and Property Agents 
Association meeting because we 
know the agents are talking to 
farmers all the time and if farmers 
are making complaints the agents 
can talk to us,” Det Ldg Sen Const 
Stepnell said. “The agents will know 
10 times more than us. An example 
of that is a farmer will bring in some 
stock that they’d never had before 
and the agent can detect the sheep 
are not local. 

“We’ve told the agents if it 
happens, they should call us.” 

Landmark stock agent Xavier 
Shanahan said people who were 
stealing livestock were brazen 
in their actions. 

“These people are working 
in teams because you can’t steal 
sheep on your own,” Mr Shanahan 
said. “The ear tags farmers use 
can easily be taken off and I’d 
recommend more permanent ear 
markings. For us agents it’s not hard 
to tell the difference between sheep 
but it is hard to prove the sheep 
are stolen.” 

Mr Shanahan said the 
establishment of the Livestock 
and Farm Crime Specialist Group 
had led to farmers being more 
observant. 

“I think farmers will report thefts 
more often and it will lead to more 
thieves being caught.” 

Det Ldg Sen Const Jess said it 
was not only animals being stolen. 

“Generally farmers are very 
honest people and leave their 
sheds unlocked,” he said. 

“They have machines worth tens 
of thousands of dollars sitting in 
an unlocked shed. We get a lot of 
motorbikes and equipment stolen 
off farms.” 


STOCK LOCATION 

.01 Detective leading senior constables 
John Jess and Rodney Stepnell 
regularly visit local farmers like 
Ian Matthews from Burumbeet. 

.02 Sheep and cattle can go missing 
at sale yards. 

.03 Det Ldg Sen Const Stepnell 
talks to a local farmer. 

"People know we 

work locally and 

we both live in rural 

areas and have an 

understanding of 

farming and farm 

life," Det Ldg Sen 

Const Jess said. 


He said there was likely to be 
a spike in livestock theft because 
farmers were becoming more 
confident in reporting thefts to 
police. 

“People know we work locally 
and we both live in rural areas and 
have an understanding of farming 
and farm life,” Det Ldg Sen Const 
Jess said. “We would like to 
reassure the community that 
we dedicate time and resources 
to farm theft.” ■ 
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FROM PLAYFUL PUPPIES TO PATROL MATES, POLICE LIFE 
FOLLOWS THE GROWTH OF THE DOG SQUAD'S FURRIEST MEMBERS. 


EDITORIAL NADINE LYFORD 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
GLEN JONES AND 
CHRISTOPHER CHAN 


IN SAFE HANDS 

.01 German Shepherd puppies 
exhibit the attributes of good 
police dogs from a young age. 

.02 The puppies begin their education 
early in life. 

.03 Adult German Shepherds are 
valued members of the Dog Squad. 


T he bouncingand bounding 
puppies enjoy the weak winter 
sunshine. At nine weeks old they 
are already more than an armful for 
anyone who can keep them still long 
enough to steal a cuddle. 

Leading Senior Constable Gary 
Murray, a trainer at Victoria Police’s 
Dog Squad, said even at this tender 
age he could pick the ones that 
would make it through the tough 
selection process to become a 
police dog. Less than 40 per cent of 
the puppies bred by Victoria Police 
make it to the frontline. 

“You can see from an early age, 
the ones who are showing all the 
right characteristics and will make 
great police dogs,” he said. 

“Only the very best of the best 
make it. We do all we can by 
carefully choosing the dogs we use 
for breeding stock, but that doesn’t 
mean that every puppy will have the 
attributes it needs to be a police dog. 


“The most important attributes 
of a police dog are their hunting 
instincts and their sense of smell, 
as the majority of their working 
lives will be spent tracking offenders 
and searching for people who are 
lost or missing.” 

Victoria Police has 29 German 
Shepherds currently working in 
the Dog Squad, a breed known as 
having a well-balanced temperament 
and steady nerves. Being easy to 
train and with an instinctive drive, 
they make the perfect police dog. 


The training of these puppies, 
who are today frolicking happily 
in the sunshine, began nine 
weeks ago. 

“Right from the moment they 
are born they are being handled 
by people on a daily basis to get 
them used to and comfortable 
with humans,” Ldg Sen Const 
Murray said. 

From four weeks the circle 
widens with Certificate III in Animal 
Technology students beginning the 
long road in the puppies’ education. 

“We have students here as part 
of a workplace experience program, 
who start the process of introducing 
the puppies to the environment 
beyond the kennels, such as 
shopping centres and airports,” 

Ldg Sen Const Murray said. 


" The most important attributes of a police 

dog are their hunting instincts and their 

sense of smell." 
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" We need our dogs 

to be cool-headed 

and confident 

in ail settings. " 


“From four to eight weeks of age 
is a crucial time in a puppy’s life 
- what you teach them and expose 
them to during this period will set 
them up for life. 

“They need to be exposed to 
noisy and busy environments, so it 
becomes normal for them. Dogs 
who are not introduced to these 
situations until later in life often 
become anxious and nervous, and 
we need our dogs to be 
cool-headed and confident in all 
settings.” 

At three-months-old the puppies 
are ready to meet their foster 
families, known as puppy walkers, 
who will care for them for the next 
1 2 months and continue with the 
next part of their training. 

“The puppy walkers teach the 
puppies the basics of obedience 
training and continue to introduce 
them to as many environments as 
possible.” 

The puppy walker families attend 
monthly sessions with a training 
consultant to ensure the dog’s 
development and training is on 
track, which provides the puppies 
with an opportunity to catch up 
with their siblings. 

Between 16 and 18 months of 
age, the puppies, which are now 
adolescents in dog years, say 
goodbye to their foster families and 
begin their training in earnest at 
Victoria Police. 

The dogs are paired with a police 
handler, who will be their partner 
for the rest of their working life, and 
strong bonds are formed. 



“The training takes around five 
months for a novice handler before 
they are ready to ‘graduate’ as a 
team, but for handlers who have 
been with the Dog Squad for some 
time, it may be as short as three 
months,” Ldg Sen Const Murray 
said. 

For the dogs, there will be none 
of the drudgery experienced by 
some humans as they train for a 
new profession - everything they 
learn plays to their natural 
instincts. The basis for teaching a 
dog how to track and search is 
almost as simple as teaching them 
to retrieve a ball or their favourite 
toy. 

“Obviously, it’s a bit more 
complex than that, but that’s 
where it all begins - the dog’s 
innate desire to follow and retrieve 
objects. The training is about 
harnessingtheir natural instincts 
and abilities and channelling them 
to become police dogs,” Ldg 
Sen Const Murray explained. 

Just as police recruits undergo 
extensive fitness tests, so too do 
their furry partners. 

“The training involves agility 
courses, which the dogs love. It’s 
all fun and games for them, but we 
need to make sure they are agile 
enough to scale walls and fences. 
Obedience is also imperative as 
they have to respond to voice 
commands at all times.” 

For all of those puppies that 
make it, there are more that do not. 
But according to Ldg Sen Const 
Murray, all is not lost, they are in 
high demand. 

“Because of the trainingthey 
receive, right from day one our 
puppies are very well-socialised 
and have at the very least a sound 
basis of obedience training, which 
makes them great pets. The new 
owners get all of the joy that 
a puppy can bring without the 
hard yards of early training.” ■ 



DID YOU KNOW? 

> Of the 29 dogs in Victoria Police's General Duties Dog Squad 
only one is a female. According to trainers in the Dog Squad, 
male dogs tend to have more presence as they are usually larger 
and bolderthan the females. 

> In the current squad of general duty dogs there is only one 
Rottweiler, the rest being German Shepherds, used 
fortracking offenders and searching for missing people. 

> There are also nine passive alert dogs', which are all Labradors, 
used to detect drugs, firearms and explosives. 



Want to see the puppies in action? Watch the ‘Who let the dogs out’ 
video at www.youtube.com/vpbluetube on the internet. 
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POLICE LIFE DISCOVERS HOW A SHOCKING 
TERRORISM PLAN WAS STOPPED IN ITS 
TRACKS AND ITS CONSPIRATORS BROUGHT 
TO JUSTICE. 



EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY PETER CLARKE 


W issam Fattal leans against a 
concrete barrier on a footbridge 
at Sydney’s Holsworthy Railway 
Station and stares out at the 
adjoining army barracks. 

He is in full-view of the security 
camera planted on the roof above 
his head but does not seem to care. 

Fattal is on the run from police in 
Victoria who were looking to question 
him over the serious assault of two 
people outside Preston Mosque 
in Melbourne. 

According to Detective Inspector 
Andrew Gustke, who was Victoria 
Police’s Senior Investigative Officer 
on the joint counter-terrorism 
case codenamed Operation Neath, 
the footage of Fattal at the train 
station in late March 2009 was 
a “piece of damning evidence”. 

“You don’t go to Holsworthy Station 
to go to a shopping centre or to see 
grandma,” Det Insp Gustke said. 
“There is nothing there but an army 
base. So we had this suspect (Fattal) 
who was on the run from police and 
into extremist talk spending 35 
minutes doing nothing but looking 
around and walking to the entrance 
of the army base.” 


Fattal was one of 21 people being 
investigated by Victoria Police, the 
Australian Federal Police (AFP) and 
New South Wales Police for having 
links to suspected Somali-based 
terrorist group al-Shabaab and 
planning a domestic attack on the 
Holsworthy Barracks - an Australian 
Army training area. 

Most of the men, who were being 
watched since February 2009, were 
Australian citizens and had no known 
terrorist connections. 

One of those behind plans to 
attack the army barracks, Saney 
Aweys, had been in regular contact 
with alleged al-Shabaab members 
in East Africa and was a suspected 
facilitator of fighters travelling from 
Australia to Somalia. 

Aweys became more extremist in 
mid-May 2009 as fighting escalated 
in Somalia and police, using covert 
techniques, obtained information 
showing his intention to travel to 
the country at the end of the year. 

In June, Aweys and an associate 
Nayef El Sayed contacted a Sheikh in 
Somalia seeking permission to carry 
out a terrorist act in Australia. 

They planned to assemble a group 
of four to six men who could enter 
the barracks with guns and shoot 
personnel before being killed. 

The specialist team set up to 
investigate the men was made up 
of 150 members from Victoria Police, 
AFP and NSW Police. 

Det Insp Gustke said the operation 
was more challenging than any case 
he had worked on in his police career 
to date. 

“I’ve worked in the Homicide 
Squad and working on people like 
Fattal and Aweys is a lot harder than 
chasing murderers or drug dealers,” 
he said. “Drug dealers don’t want to 
get caught and go to jail, but these 
people don’t care if they get caught 
because they are not in it to make 
money. Their sole purpose 
is to seek martyrdom.” 


OPERATION NEATH 

.01 Police raided a number of houses 
as part of the investigation. 

.02 Det Insp Gustke and Senior 

Constable Sherif Helmy saw three 
people convicted as part of the 
joint counterterrorism operation. 


He said trying to watch 21 people 
for all hours of the day posed the 
most difficult task for his team. 

"The risk we were carrying was 
so high because they could carry out 
an attack at any moment,” he said. 
“You want to build up as much 
evidence as possible but if you can’t 
guarantee you can see what these 
people are doing all the time you 
need to reassess. The Australian 
people do not want a terrorist event 
to take place.” 

The moment to foil the terrorist 
plans arrived on Tuesday, 4 August, 
2009 after Victoria Police, NSW Police 
and the AFP issued 19 search 
warrants in Victoria. 

Det Insp Gustke said 400 police 
were deployed to carry out the raids. 

Five men were charged, and 
three - Fattal, Aweys and El Sayed - 
were found guilty of conspiring to do 
acts in planning or preparation for 
a terrorist act. 

The team seized four terabytes of 
data in the raids, which was sent to 
London to be analysed by the London 
Metropolitan Police’s Counter 
Terrorism Command. 


“To look at that amount of data 
takes a lot of time and resources 
so you reach out to your partners 
across the globe,” Det Insp Gustke 
said. “The fight against terrorism is 
a global fight and all law enforcement 
agencies understand they can’t 
do it alone. 

“Victoria Police relies on these 
relationships, both domestically 
and internationally, to carry out 
these operations.” 

Detective Superintendent Damien 
Appleby, the AFP’s Senior 
Investigative Officer on Operation 
Neath, said working in partnership 
with different agencies was the best 
experience of his career. 

“Me, Insp Gustke and Detective 
Inspector Mark Porter from NSW 
Police had to work well together to 
lead the team and I think we did that 
and produced a great result,” he said. 

"We all came from different 
policing backgrounds and legislative 
responsibilities but when it comes to 
terrorism there are no egos and no 
one will thank you if you let the bomb 
go off - so to speak.” ■ 


Five men were charged, and three - 

Fattal, Aweys and El Saved - were found 

guilty of conspiring to do acts in planning 

or preparation for a terrorist act. 
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THE EAST KEILOR COMMUNITY HAS PRAISED POLICE FOR THE 
PROFESSIONAL RESPONSE AND ONGOING ENGAGEMENT DURING 
AND AFTER A TENSE 44-HOUR SIEGE IN MAY 


EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY, 
TONY GOUGH, NEWS LIMITED. 


SCHOOLVISIT 

.01 Senior Constable Ray Schembri 
watches the Pipe Band in action 
at St Peter’s Primary School. 


L ocal residents were 
understandably on edge and 
fearful after an armed gunman 
began firing shots from a house 
on Sterling Drive in East Keilor 
on 21 May. 

The siege, which led to some 
people having to evacuate their 
homes, ended with the man giving 
himself up to police. 

Pupils at St Peter’s Primary 
School in East Keilor were close 
to the action but came out of the 
scary situation in good spirits. 

School principal LindaTarraran 
said police went out of their way 
to keep the children calm during 
and after the siege. 


“It was a traumatic experience 
for our pupils as we were so close 
to the action but I felt reassured 
because the police were taking 
good care of us and the community,” 
MsTarraran said. “I was especially 
pleased with Sergeant Wayne Gatt 
for his ongoing communication 
with the school and parents. It 
was important he was in constant 
contact with us to give us updates 
on the situation with the siege.” 

Sgt Gatt arranged for police 
to visit the school after the siege 
to spend time with the pupils. 

Local police, the Victoria Police 
Pipe Band, Dog Squad, Bicycle Patrol 
and Youth Resource Officers all 
took part in the visit. 


Sgt Gatt said police did not 
want the children’s last images 
of the event to be associated with 
the siege. 

“Some of the students broke 
down in tears in the days after 
the siege and the school offered 
welfare support to pupils who 
needed counselling,” Sgt Gatt said. 
“The images the students would 
have seen of the incident and 
the police response were quite 
confrontational so we didn’t want 
that to be a lasting impression. We 
wanted to send a message to the 
community that we hadn’t forgotten 
about them.” 

After some light-hearted 
entertainment from the Pipe Band, 
pupils were split into groups by age 
and took part in sessions run by 
the Youth Resource Officers to help 
them understand the role of police. 

Ms Tarraran said the visit was an 
uplifting experience for the children 
and helped heal the anxiety caused 
by the siege. 

After the visit, Sgt Gatt received 
more than 400 letters and cards 
from the school children indicating 
their efforts were successful. 

“Some of the letters were quite 
moving with children saying they 
were concerned duringthe 
siege but felt a lot better after 
it was over.”B 


"I felt reassured because the police were 

taking good care of us and the community. " 
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Dot to Dot 


! Join the dots to reveal 
the hidden picture. 
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Victoria Police 
Word Search. 


Find the words below and 
circle them in the puzzle. 

The remaining letters will 
reveal a hidden message. 

ACADEMY 

FORENSIC 

COURT 

HANDCUFFS 

AIR WING 

HELICOPTER 

STATION 

PRISONER 

ARREST 

PROTECT 

ROAD SAFETY 

RANK 

CONSTABLE 

CELL 

FINGERPRINT 

SIREN 

DETECTIVE 

EMERGENCY 

CRIME 
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! Victoria Police Colouring 
Competition. 

Be in the running to win a Victoria Police prize pack 
by filling in your details and sending your entry to: 
Police Life Magazine, Victoria Police Centre, 

GPO Box 913, Melbourne, 3001. 

Competition closes 31 October. 


NAME 

AGE 

ADDRESS 


PHONE 
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Spot the Difference 


! Use your detective skills to spot the difference 
between these two police and their cars. 

There are 10 in total. 




Word Fill 



® Safe Cycling 
Word Fill. 

Fit the words below into 
the puzzle squares. 

Hint: There is one word with 
more letters than the others! 

BRAKES 

BICYCLE 

SEAT 

LIGHTS 

PATHS 

SIGNAL 

CHAIN 

BELL 

RIDE 

HELMET 

TYRES 

SPOKES 

REFLECTORS 

PEDALS 
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FIGHTING 
CRIME - 


ON THE 
WATERFRONT 

<n 

.01 


A JOINT-AGENCY TASKFORCE HAS BEEN SET UP TO STOP 
ORGANISED CRIME ON VICTORIA'S WATERFRONT. 


EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY PETER GLENANE 


TEAM EFFORT 

.01 Det Insp Silva is working 

closely with Australian Customs’ 
Andrew Redman, AFP’s Detective 
Superintendent Damien Appleby, 
Victoria Police’s Assistant 
Commissioner Stephen Fontana 
and Detective Superintendent 
Gerard Ryan as part of the 
Trident Taskforce. 


T he Trident Taskforce, which 
began operating in July, has been 
workingto eliminate crimes like 
theft, money laundering and the 
illicit importation of large amounts 
of tobacco, drugs, stolen goods 
and firearms. 

Agencies and organisations 
involved in the taskforce include 
Victoria Police, Australian Federal 
Police, Australian Customs and 
Border Protection Service, Australian 
Transactions Reporting and Analysis 
Centre, Australian Taxation Office 
and Australian Crime Commission. 

The Commander of Trident 
Taskforce, Victoria Police’s Detective 
Inspector Tony Silva, said a key 
aspect of the taskforce was its 
multi-agency approach. 

“We define our success on 
the measure of engagement and 
support we establish with our key 
internal and external stakeholders,” 
he said. “With this taskforce each 
agency brings its assets to the table 
and Victoria Police can do so much 
more than if it worked in isolation. 
The model enables us to share 
intelligence and resources.” 

The federal government formed 
the taskforce following the success 
of the long-running federal and 
New South Wales Police taskforce 


codenamed Polaris, which confirmed 
that organised criminals target and 
exploit workers on the waterfront. 

The Australian Crime Commission 
conservatively estimates that serious 
organised crime costs Australia 
between $10 and $15 billion 
every year. 

Det Insp Silva said the taskforce 
had worked hard to engage with 
private industry leaders. 

“We have held industry forums 
and presented to representatives of 
stevedoring, trucking and brokerage 
companies,” he said. “We have passed 
on information about the taskforce 
and what we are looking to achieve. 
They are our eyes and ears and 
we see them as part of the solution 
and not the problem. 

“Industry is a powerful partner 
and ally given its ability to provide 
invaluable surveillance and 
deterrence at key points in 
the supply chain.” 

Trident Taskforce has gathered 
information, conducted criminal 
investigations and run targeted 


operations within the geographical 
area of the maritime sector and 
other land-based areas. 

It has also run covert and overt 
patrols of the ports of Melbourne, 
Geelong, Hastings and Portland. 

Victoria Police Crime Department’s 
Detective Senior Sergeant Rebecca 
Draper-Schultheiss said one of the 
functions of the taskforce was to 
influence federal government policy 
in relation to the maritime sector. 

“The federal government is looking 
to introduce reforms to make it harder 
for criminals to operate in the sector,” 
Det Sen Sgt Draper-Schultheiss said. 
“We need to identify systemic 
vulnerabilities which can be corrected 
with new legislation.The aim is 
to achieve long-lasting results.” 

Det Sen Sgt Draper-Schultheiss 
urged members of the public with 
information on organised crime 
to contact Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000. 

“Trident’s ultimate aim is to make 
a safer community and we want to 
show we are out there working in 
the maritime environment to prevent 
organised crime,” she said. 


The Australian Crime Commission 
conservatively estimates that serious 

organised crime costs Australia between 

$10 and $15 billion every year. 
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POLICE LIFE SPENDS A DAY WITH THE POLICE 
WHO PROSECUTE MATTERS BEFORE THE COURTS. 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY PETER CLARKE 


IN SESSION 

.01 Police prosecutors at 
the Broadmeadows 
Magistrates’Court. 


S ergeant Jim Currell stands in 
front of the Magistrate waiting 
quietly to hear his finding. 

After 20 years of experience in 
court, he still gets nervous when 
the result is about to be read. 

And, even more nervous nearby, 
sits the accused, waiting to hear 
what his punishment will be. 

Victoria Police prosecutors 
handle more than 200,000 matters 
every year and have a 93 per cent 
success rate at contested hearings 
where the accused is prosecuted. 

It is their knowledge of the legal 
system and policing experience 
that makes prosecutors a great 
fit for representing Victoria Police, 
victims and the community in court. 


Sgt Currell is in the 
Broadmeadows Magistrates’Court 
prosecuting a man for breaching 
an intervention order taken out by 
his neighbour. 

He has spent a number of days 
over two months researching this 
case, goingthrough the evidence, 
negotiating with the defence lawyer 
and speaking to witnesses and the 
police who attended the incident, 
before starting the case. 

In a last minute development, 

Sgt Currell and the accused’s 
lawyer have come to an agreement, 
which has resulted in the accused 
deciding to plead guilty. This has 
spared witnesses the trauma of 
giving evidence and will be taken 
into consideration in sentencing. 

Today, as part of the hearing, 

Sgt Currell gives the Magistrate 
a summary of the incident and 
the charges the man faces. 

The Magistrate is also briefed 
on the accused’s criminal history, 
before handing down his sentence. 


Magistrate Patrick Southey 
sits at the head of the room with 
Sgt Currell and the accused’s 
lawyer facing him. 

The accused sits silently 
behind them. 

Everyone in the room is eager 
to hear the decision and listens 
intently as the Magistrate delivers 
a sentence of a year in jail with 
a 1 2-month suspension and 
a $500 fine. 

Sgt Currell is pleased.The guilty 
man less so. 

“It was a good decision. I’m happy 
with the result,” Sgt Currell said as 
everyone filed out of the room. 

His work on this case is done, but 
now it is time to move on to the next 
matter he is assigned to. 

In addition to the legal 
knowledge police gain in their 
every day work, Victoria Police 
prosecutors take part in a 
nine-week course to give them a 
better understanding of criminal 
law, advocacy and the rules of 
evidence, including what is or is not 
admissible in court as evidence. 

They then spend a further eight 
weeks of on-the-job training at 
a prosecutor’s office at one of 23 
locations across the state. 


continued page 22 ... 



Magistrate Southey listens to the accused’s lawyer present his case. He has already Sgt Currell and the accused’s lawyer wait to hear the verdict 

heard from Sgt Currell who will have an opportunity to counter the lawyer’s argument. while the Magistrate deliberates. 
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Victoria Police prosecutors are leading 

the wav by using iPads in court to easily 

reference law books and legislation online. 


...from page 21 


The Prosecutor Course is 
part of the Vocational Graduate 
Certificate in Public Safety (Police 
Prosecutions) and allows members 
an exemption of up to 10 credits 
towards a Law Degree through 
Victoria University. 

Senior Constable Kirei Wall has 
recently finished the prosecutor 
course and is based at the 
Melbourne Prosecutions Unit. 

She said she had been eager to 
become a prosecutor for a number 
of years, after spending the last 
eight years at the Yarra Crime 
Scene Services Unit. 

“Having operational experience 
helped with the course. But it was 
very intense and there was a lot 
to learn. 


“At the Crime Desk we do a lot of 
work getting evidence to help other 
members with their briefs. Until I 
started working at prosecutions I 
hadn’t given evidence at court for a 
longtime,”she said. 

As well as studying the 
law, training for prosecutors 
involves mock court scenarios 
at the Melbourne Magistrates’ 
Court, where they learn to work 
against some of the best legal 
representatives in the state. 

At the Broadmeadows 
Magistrates’ Court there is a flurry 
of activity. 

People waiting for their matters 
to be heard are lined up or sitting in 
groups, talking to their lawyers. 

A group of police prosecutors 
enter the building and head 
straight to the prosecutor’s office 
where two members sit at a small 
table covered with paperwork 
about the day’s court cases stacked 
in front of them. 

There will be more than 50 
matters being heard at the court 
today, but, according to the police 
who prosecute there every day, 
today is quiet. 


“This isn’t that busy. On days 
when we cover family violence 
matters, there is a line going out the 
door,”Sgt Currell said. 

The six courtrooms at 
Broadmeadows are allocated 
to various matters, with Court 1 
reserved for first mention hearings, 
Court 2 hears matters where 
people have breached community 
corrections orders, and the other 
courts are dedicated to drivers’ 
licence restoration applications, 
a Children’s Court and contested 
hearings. 

From thefts to assaults, 
burglaries and traffic matters, the 
range of hearings today is extensive 
and there is a police prosecutor 
familiar with each and everyone. 

Acting Senior Sergeant Glenn 
Taylor sits behind the table where 
summary case conferences are 
being held. 

Steady streams of smartly 
dressed lawyers come and go from 
the summary case conference 
room. They sit opposite A/Sen Sgt 
Taylor and discuss their cases. 

“The lawyers come in and talk 
to us and we see if the matter can 
be resolved to a guilty plea, or if 
we can narrow down the issues of 
contention for a contested hearing,” 
he said. 


“This allows us to negotiate 
without the witnesses having to 
come into court. We can resolve a 
number of issues like this and it 
saves a lot of time.” 

Prosecutors can also determine 
whether the accused may benefit 
from a diversion program, rather 
than a formalised court hearing 
and work with the lawyer to come to 
a suitable agreement before facing 
a magistrate. 

This is just one of the ways the 
work of prosecutors has been 
streamlined to allow the court 
process to run smoothly and 
efficiently. 

Victoria Police prosecutors are 
leading the way by using iPads in 
court to easily reference law books 
and legislation online. 



Senior Constable Andrew Folley researches his case using the legal A wall of law books from all Australian states and territories 

reference books stored on his iPad. line the corridors of the Prosecutions Unit. 
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As well as having the most up to 
date legislation at their fingertips, 
the iPads allow prosecutors to 
research similar cases in a matter 
of seconds, while also being 
environmentally friendly and saving 
prosecutors from carrying 25 
kilograms of books to court. 

In Court 1, where the first 
mention hearings are being held, 
the prosecutor, accused, their 
lawyer and the magistrate discuss 
the case. The accused will then 
decide whether to plead guilty to 
the charges. 

If the accused does not plead 
guilty, the case is adjourned until 
a later date, giving prosecutors 
and lawyers time to prepare for a 
contest mention. 

The prosecutor is provided with 
the brief of evidence for the matter, 
which includes a summary of the 
events, witness statements, details 
of charges the accused faces, and 
any evidence. 

“At the contest mention we get 
together at court and determine 
what the issues are and what 
witnesses are required to be at the 
contest hearing. That way on the 
day of the contest hearing, we know 
what witnesses we need to call and 
what legal issues will be argued,” A/ 
Sen Sgt Taylor said. 

“That’s when we may need 
to send evidence away for full 
analysis.” 


A/Sen Sgt Taylor said in a recent 
matter, an accused was claiming 
that drugs found on him were not 
drugs at all. 

After full analysis, A/Sen Sgt 
Taylor was provided with the 
evidence he needed. 

At the contest hearing, with 
damning evidence against him, 
the man was convicted of drug 
possession. 

As well as researching and 
representing police in court, 
prosecutors are also a source of 
advice for police who are preparing 
their briefs of evidence on an 
offender. 

At the Melbourne Magistrates’ 
Court, Sen Const Wall gives some 
words of encouragement and 
advice to South Melbourne Police 
Station’s Constable Simon Powley. 


Const Powley is at his first 
remand hearing where he is 
applying for an accused to remain 
in custody rather than being 
granted bail.The man has been 
charged with numerous theft of 
motor vehicle offences. 

While Sen Const Wall has not 
prosecuted many contested cases, 
she said she was looking forward to 
the challenges ahead. 

“When I’m prosecuting a case 
I feel like I have the hard work 
of investigating members in my 
hands. I want to present the 
evidence that they have provided 
as clearly as possible for the 
Magistrate. 

“It’s a good feeling to know 
that the argument you have been 
preparing is sound and accepted by 
the court.” 


Magistrates’ Court 

.01 Police are using iPads to 

reference legislation and other 
research material in court. 

.02 The courts are where 
prosecutors present their 
cases before a Magistrate. 



At court Sen Const Wall gives Const Powley advice about his first bail hearing. Sen Const Wall leaves the Melbourne Magistrates’ Court. 
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Abigail Carr shares her final night of 
training as a Protective Services Officer (PSO) 
at a metropolitan railway station before her 
deployment to Box Hill Railway Station. 


EDITORIAL PSO ABIGAIL CARR 

PHOTOGRAPHY CATH ALLEN 


PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

.01 PSO Carr on her last day 
of training at Jolimont 
Railway Station. 


»□ ichmond Railway Station 

was buzzing with large crowds 
weaving between platforms to get 
to the MCG where the AFL game 
between Flawthorn and Geelong 
was being played. 

It was my last shift alongside 
a Transit Safety police mentor 
before being deployed to Box Hill 
Railway Station as a fully-fledged 
Protective Services Officer (PSO). 

After working as a personal 
trainer for seven years I decided 
that becoming a PSO was the right 
option for me because it was a new 
and exciting career opportunity 
with great conditions and benefits. 


As a PSO I am committed to 
responding to public safety across 
the railway network. I focus on 
addressing incidents of antisocial 
behaviour, alcohol and drug-related 
offences, weapon offences, property 
damage and crimes against the 
person at railway stations. I also 
spend a lot of time interacting with 
the community and speakingtothem 
about safety. 

On this night at Richmond, the 
commuters were fantastic and 
generally well-behaved. We handed 
out infringement notices to a couple 
drinking alcohol. 

Later in the night as we patrolled 
the station, we heard two men 
abusing each other and kicking 
doors while staggering toward the 
station. We ran down the platform 
to stop them. 

One of the men confessed to 
carrying marijuana. He was arrested 
for possession and handed to a 
police member who cautioned 
him and seized the marijuana. 


That is why I enjoy my job so much. 
I get to stop unsocial behaviour like 
that at train stations and make 
it a lot easier for people to go out 
and enjoy all Melbourne has to offer, 
knowing that they’ll get home safely 
at night. 

I spoke to a few commuters about 
their experiences on public transport 
and explained to them that PSOs, 
like myself, are being deployed to 
train stations so that they can feel 
safe taking the train at night. 

The majority of people were 
thankful for our presence and said 
they would be much more likely to 
jump on the train from now on. 

I’m the same. I feel comfortable 
enough for my teenage son 
and daughter to travel on public 
transport." 

If you would like to find out 
more about the role of a PSO 
or how to become one, visit 
www.policecareer.vic.gov.au/pso 

on the internet. ■ 
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COMMANDER 

RICK NUGENT 

WHEN COMMANDER RICK NUGENT BECAME 
A POLICEMAN IN 1987, HE HAD NO IDEA 
HE WOULD GO ON TO HAVE SUCH A VARIED 
AND REWARDING CAREER. 


H aving grown up in the small 
Victorian country town of 
Yellingbo and worked on farms 
in Victoria and Western Australia, 
Commander Rick Nugent’s sole 
aim was to become a police 
member in a country area. 

But it did not work out as 
he had planned. 

Upon graduating from the 
Victoria Police Academy he 
worked at Croydon Police Station, 
then transferred to City West Police 
Station in Melbourne where he 
developed an interest in criminal 
investigations. 

In 1992, Cdr Nugent decided 
to become a detective and was 
awarded the S.l. Miller Award as 
dux of the year at Detective Training 
School after being appointed his 
first detective position at the St 
Kilda Crime Investigation Unit. 

He later moved on to other 
investigative roles. 

“I really enjoyed my time at 
the Homicide Squad as a senior 
detective and later as a detective 
sergeant,” Cdr Nugent said. 

“I worked with some excellent 
detectives on some very 
challenging cases.” 

One of the more memorable 
cases he worked on was an armed 
robbery and arson case in Wheelers 
Hillin 1995. 

“It involved two very innocent 
and law abiding people who were 
the victims,” Cdr Nugent said. “After 
months of investigating we arrested 
those responsible and later achieved 
convictions on the two who committed 
the crime and the man who 
arranged it. 

“It was important because of the 
victims and the sheer commitment 
of the team which used numerous 
investigative techniques and 
developed good strategies to 
obtain evidence.” 


DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
WHO HAS GONE ON TO HAVE AN 
IMPRESSIVE POLICING CAREER? 

Police Life wants to hear about 
them. Send suggestions to 
policelife-mgrgpolice.vic.gov.au 

via email. 


Later in his career, Cdr Nugent 
led the Moorabbin Regional 
Response Unit, was promoted to 
inspector at the Ethical Standards 
Department, then became 
superintendent of the Western 
Region, before moving to the 
Brimbank and Melton area 
in April this year and recently 
becoming a commander for the 
North West Metro Region. 

He said he enjoyed the challenge 
of working in the northern and 
western suburbs. 

“It is such a culturally diverse 
community and it is great to meet 
so many people from different 
backgrounds,” he said. “There are 
socio-economic issues but I have 
found the police here are entirely 
dedicated to reducing crime, public 
order and road trauma and are 
engaging with the community on 
a proactive level.” 

Cdr Nugent, who is also the 
departing head of practice for 
Victoria Police’s Livestock and Farm 
Crime Specialist Group, said he 


does not have any regrets about his 
policing career but sometimes 
wishes he had two careers. 

“I never had aspirations to 
become a commander and always 
wanted to be a country copper so I 
would have liked to have had that 
chance,” he said. “But I love gaining 
new skills and learning about 
policing leadership and 
management. I have had a lot of 
challenging roles which I have 
really enjoyed.” ■ 


EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


HARD WORKER 

.01 Cdr Nugent is dedicated to 
making the north and western 
metropolitan areas of Victoria 
a safer place to live. 
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LEADING SENIOR CONSTABLE DAVID LOGAN WAS BORN INTO 
THE WARLPIRI TRIBE IN CENTRAL AUSTRALIA. ADOPTED BY A 
VICTORIAN FAMILY AT SIX MONTHS OLD, HE IDENTIFIES WITH 
THE STOLEN GENERATION. HE JOINS OTHER MEMBERS OF 
VICTORIA POLICE AND ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES TO HELP YOUNG 
PEOPLE CONNECT, ACHIEVE AND TAKE PRIDE IN THEIR CULTURAL 
HERITAGE. 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 


BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 

.01 Ldg Sen Const Redshaw and 
a group of young Aboriginals 
from East Gippsland walked 
the Kokoda Track. 


I t is a cold night, but that has not 
stopped hundreds of people from 
taking part in what is known as the 
‘Long Walk to the ‘G’ in support of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
achievement. 

Victoria Police’s Leading Senior 
Constable David Logan is among a 
group of police, Aboriginal community 
members and elders proudly walking 
along Birrarung Marr towards the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. Like 
many of those participating, it is 
of special significance to him. 

He was born into the Warlpiri 
Tribe from Central Australia but 
was adopted by a Victorian family 
when he was only six months old. 


He has been a Victoria Police 
member for almost 24 years and 
went through life and his career 
knowing he was adopted, but it was 
not until his own daughter grew up 
that he decided to find out about his 
birth family. He reunited with his 
mother and brother three years ago. 

Since joining Victoria Police, Ldg 
Sen Const Logan has taken part in 
a number of activities to improve 
relationships between police and 
the community. 

For the first time last year, he 
canoed with a group of Koori youths 
down the Murray River for the Murray 
Marathon and intends to take part 
again this year. He has also been 
involved in speaking to groups of 
young Aboriginals about policing as 
a career in areas including Mildura, 
Swan Hill, Lakes Entrance 
and Werribee. 


Ldg Sen Const Logan, who works 
at the Transit Crime Investigation 
Unit, said it was events like these 
and the daily interaction he has 
in his job that are improving the 
Aboriginal community’s confidence 
in police. 

“I don’t think there used to be 
much trust in police. Now it’s changed. 
The feedback now is that it’s good 
to see our people in the police force,” 
he said. 

Northcote police’s Aboriginal 
Community Liaison Officer (ACLO) 
Rodney Monahan arranged for the 
group of police and Aboriginal 
community members from various 
parts of the state to take the Long 
Walk to the ‘G and watch the AFLs 
Dreamtime game afterwards. 

Cheering on his team with the 
group was John Brown, an ACLO for 
the north and west regions, who is 
also a well-known and respected 
Aboriginal elder. 

“We wanted to get the group 
involved in the walk so that we 
could further improve relationships 
between police and the Aboriginal 
community,” Mr Brown said. 

“It gave the police a chance 
to meet with Aboriginal elders 
and young people in a casual 
environment.” 
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The walk is one of many ways 
police are building relationships. 

Victoria Police ACLOs, like 
Mr Brown, are based across 
the state, where they get to know 
their communities and work with 
Aboriginal leaders and elders, 
developing relationships and 
building trust and respect. 

Manager of the ACLO program 
Jacqui Marion said each ACLO’s role 
was different and based on what 
would benefit the area they work in. 

“We help the community 
understand police processes 
and also help police understand 
the Aboriginal culture so they can 
achieve better outcomes,” she said. 

Along with other Victoria Police 
representatives, Ms Marion is on the 
board of Football Federation Victoria 
Indigenous Advisory Committee 
(FFV I AC). 

“Our role on the FFV IAC is to 
encourage young people to get 
involved and participate in the 
game. The kids who take part in 


the Football Federation Australia 
Dreaming program have the 
opportunity to represent Victoria 
at the annual Indigenous Football 
Carnival in Alice Springs. 

“I have heard kids say that they 
wanted to leave school, but because 
of the love of the sport, the program 
has engaged them to stay in school 
with the hope of one day representing 
their country on the world stage.” 

The program is a pathway for young 
talented Aboriginal players to play 
in the A-League, Victorian Premier 
League and for the Socceroos. 

Ms Marion was recently awarded 
the Department of Flealth’s 201 2 
Minister for Flealth Volunteer Award 
for her work at Gathering Place 
Flealth Services, which provides 
assistance to the Indigenous 
population in Melbourne’s 
western suburbs. 

Ms Marion and her mother 
founded Gathering Place in 2003 
and she has continued to have an 
impact on relationships with the 


Aboriginal community at Victoria 
Police, where she has worked 
since 2006. 

“I want to try to close the gap 
for Aboriginal communities. I’m very 
passionate about Aboriginal kids 
having the best start in life,” she said. 

In East Gippsland, where there is 
a large Aboriginal population, Crime 
Prevention Officer Leading Senior 
Constable Alan Redshaw gathered 
a team of young people who were 
perceived to have the ability to 
become leaders in their community 
and began the journey to the Kokoda 
Track in May. 

“I’ve been in Bairnsdale for more 
than 20 years and I’ve worked in 
the local Aboriginal community 
for a long time,” he said. 

“I thought it would be a good 
opportunity to help young people 
become mentors and help other kids. 

“We wanted to mentor them and 
build on the relationships that we 
already had. Some are recently 
employed, some still at school, some 
doing traineeships. With this they 
could have some further direction.” 

The group of 12 completed five 
months of training together to ensure 
they were well-prepared for the eight- 
day trek. 


Ldg Sen Const Redshaw said 
he saw the benefits the program 
was providing to those involved 
even before they departed for 
Papua New Guinea. 

“We’d been training for months 
and were closely bonded even 
before we got there,” he said. 

“It was a mental and physical 
journey for all of us. There were 
times on the trek when we were 
encouraging each other and at 
times I was tired and they were 
supporting me. 

“It was rewarding to see how 
these young people had changed 
from the training to the time when 
we arrived home. They clearly gained 
absolute confidence and the ability 
to open up. 

“A number have come out of this 
knowing that they want to stay in 
school and they have learned more 
about what direction they want to 
take with their careers. 

“We know that at least a few of 
them will take the skills they learned 
and assist otheryoung Aboriginals 
in their community.” ■ 


" I want to try to close the gap for Aboriginal 

communities. I'm very passionate about 

Aboriginal kids having the best start in life. 
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FROM FORMER AFL FOOTBALLERS TO BOXING CHAMPIONS 
AND QUIDDITCH COMPETITORS, SPORT IS A PASSION FOR 
MANY POLICE. 


EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY PETER CLARKE 


PLAYING ON 

.01 Sen Const Henneman has 
extended his football career 
byjoiningtheVictoria Police 
Football Team. 

.02 Const Tucknott, broomsticks 
and all, plays Quidditch. 

.03 Sen Const Henneman said 
he gets white line fever 
when he steps out to lead 
the police football team. 




F ormer Essendon footballer Senior 
Constable Aaron Henneman was 
taken by surprise when he first saw 
the Victoria Police Sporting Hall 
of Fame list. 

Members of football royalty are 
on the list, including Allan Jeans, 
Jack Evans and Jack Dyer. 

Former Senior Sergeant Jeans, 
who died last year, coached St Kilda 
and Hawthorn to a total of fourVFL/ 
AFL premierships while the late 
former Senior Constable Evans 
played in two premiership sides with 
Geelong and represented Victoria. 

And former First Constable 
Jack Dyer, or ‘Captain Blood’ as he 
is known, won two premierships for 


Richmond and had a successful 
coaching and media career as well 
as 10 years with Victoria Police. 

The Force Response Unit’s Sen 
Const Henneman, 31, is one of about 
120 footballers who played at the 
highest level in the sport and 
worked at Victoria Police. 

He is not yet on the list of Hall 
of Famers but said he felt proud to 
follow in the footsteps of some of 
the legends of the game by joining 
Victoria Police. 


“It’s great to see big names on 
the list like Jack Dyer, Rex Hunt and 
Assistant Commissioner Emmett 
Dunne,’’Sen Const Henneman said. 
“Many of them played football and 
worked as police at the same time 
because football didn’t take up 
as much time as it does for elite 
players today.” 

Sen Const Henneman, who is 
captain of the Victoria Police 
football team, retired from AFL 
football in 2006 after shoulder 
injuries hampered his game. 

He said he has transferred 
many of the skills he gained playing 
football into his policing career. 


" In football you learn leadership, 

teamwork and commitment, 
which are a big part of policing. " 
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" When I started with Victoria Police I really 

didn't know anyone but when I took part 

in my first training session with the team 

I had 20 or 30 new mates." 


around the 100 metre pitch.The goal 
is to throw the 'quaffLe 1 , a volleyball 
-sized ball, through one of the hoops 
at their team's end. The game ends 
when the 'snitch 1 , which is carried 
by a neutral runner, is caught by one 
of the 'seekers'. 

ConstTucknott was introduced 
to the sport by his wife who played 
an exhibition match two years ago. 

Together they formed the f i rst 
Victorian Quidditch team in August 
last year and both represented 
Australia at the Quidditch Olympics 
in London in June this year. 

“The sport is hugely popular in the 
US and is played at more than 300 
colleges there,” Const Tucknott said. 
“When I tell others they tend to joke 
about it but it is actually a brutal 
sport. Those I can convince to watch 
some clips on the internet quickly 
change their minds because 
Quidditch is full-on.” 

Sen Const Henneman and 
Ldg Sen Const Hardy agree people 
working in Victoria Police have 
a chance to take part in many 
different sports. 

“With the Victoria Police football 
team I get to take part in an annual, 
week-long tournament,” Sen Const 
Henneman said. “It’s so much fun 
and everyone takes it seriously 
when you get on the field.There 


are police teams from across 
the country and you play against 
some great players” 

“When I started with Victoria 
Police I really didn’t know anyone 
but when I took part in my first 
training session with the team 
I had 20 or 30 new mates.” 

Along with the football club there 
are more than 40 sporting and 
recreational clubs registered with 
the Victoria Police Amateur Sports 
and Welfare Society, which was set 
up in 1955. 

The Society’s Executive Officer 
Victor Hawking said many police 
enjoyed taking part in sporting 
events. 

“We have about 1000 members 
take part in the annual Victoria 
Police Games and we also hand out 
sports awards each year in different 
categories,” Mr Hawking said. 

“Police get involved because it is a 
great way to keep fit and socialise 
with others.”* 


She also competed at the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta in 1996 and four 
years later in Sydney in the ladies 
and mixed doubles events. 

She said she had a lot of support 
from colleagues when she was 
training in the lead-up to the 
games in Sydney. 

“It’s quite tough fitting in training 
with shiftwork but the members 
I was working with were always 
happy to swap shifts with me,” 
she said. “For me it has been great 
to be able to achieve my sporting 
goals and complement it with 
a career with the police.” 

Then there is former Senior 
Constable John (Jack) O’Toole, 
who worked with Victoria Police 
between 1942 and 1972, and 
was the standing and underhand 
Woodchopping Champion 
for 24 years. 

He was also the undefeated 
Victoria Police Heavyweight Boxing 
Champion from 1942 to 1955 and 
played VFL football with Hawthorn. 

Boronia Police Station’s Constable 
Robbie Tucknott might not be joining 
Mr O’Toole in the Hall of Fame any 
time soon, but he too has tasted 
success in his sport of choice. 

The 27-year-old is desperately 
trying to get some of his colleagues 
to play Quidditch, a sport created 
by British author J.K Rowling for 
her popular Horry Potter series 
of novels. 

In the real-life version of the 
sport, which was first played in the 
United States in 2005, there are 
seven players on each team who 
carry a broom between their legs. 
Players must keep one hand on their 
brooms at all times while running 


“It’s similar because you’re also 
in the public eye as a policeman and 
you always have to conduct yourself 
appropriately,” he said. “In football 
you learn leadership, teamwork and 
commitment, which are a big part of 
policing. 

“I think joiningthe police is a good 
career option for ex-sportsmen and 
women. I work with former footballers 
like Constable Peter Street who 
played at Western Bulldogs and 
former Geelong and Carlton player 
David Clarke is in the Victoria Police 
Academy as a recruit.” 

The Victoria Police Sporting Hall 
of Fame is made up of men and 
women who have excelled in many 
different sports. 

Leading Senior Constable 
Amanda Hardy has won bronze 
medals at two Commonwealth 
Games representing Australia 
in badminton. 
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From the Archives 


A Piece of our Past 



10 TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF BALI BOMBINGS. 


EDITORIAL SARA-JANE HOOPER 


O ctober marks the 10th 
anniversary of the Bali 
bombings, which killed 202 people, 
including 88 Australians, 22 of 
whom were Victorian. 

Two nightclubs in Kuta, Bali’s 
popular tourist area, were targeted 
in the attack which started with a 
suicide bomber in Paddy’s Bar just 
after 11 pm and, seconds later, a 
bomb concealed in a van exploded 
outside Sari Club. 

A large contingent of Victoria 
Police employees, including 
Disaster Victim Identification 
(DVI) response police, flew to Bali 
to assist in the aftermath of the 
bombings. 

The Chemical Biological 
Radiological/Disaster Victim 
Identification (CBR/DVI) Unit’s 
Senior Sergeant Rodney Munro 
joined the response team to take 
part in what was one of the largest 
DVI processes Victoria Police had 
ever been involved in. 

“Victoria Police members were 
in Bali for three to four months 
as a part of the crime scene 
examination, investigation and 
DVI process, which has headed up 
by Australian Federal Police and 
included assistance from all over 
the world,” Sen Sgt Munro said. 

“In the beginning Victoria Police 
DVI members were predominately 
working on Phase Two of the 
DVI process, which involved 
examinations at the mortuary. 
Other members also worked on 
different phases of the process, 
which included collecting DNA, 
and reconciling all the information 
collected to identify the person.” 


Sen Sgt Munro said the event 
had resulted in the creation of a 
specialised Victoria Police DVI unit. 

“The Bali bombings were the 
largest DVI we’ve ever been involved 
in and it showed us that there was 
a need for a dedicated unit. Since 
then we’ve been involved in some 
other large DVI processes. The 
largest being the Black Saturday 
bushfires, which actually saw 
Indonesian DVI personnel come 
and assist us.” 

Despite the time that has 
passed, Sen Sgt Munro still has 
vivid memories of his time in Bali. 


“We are trained to just get in 
there and do our jobs, but one 
memory has stuck with me. One 
day when we were in the mortuary, 
we turned around and saw a coffin 
with the Australian flag draped 
on top. It gave everyone a much- 
needed lift to know that we helped 
get that person home.”« 




Victoria Police Museum 


Items relating to Victoria Polices 
history can be seen at the Victoria 
Police Museum, corner of Flinders 
and Spencer streets, Melbourne. 
Opening hours are from 10am to 
4pm, Monday to Friday. Entry is free. 
For more information, telephone 
9247 5214. 


CHEMICALS OF SECURITY CONCERN 

> The devices used in the Bali bombings in 2002 were made up 
of everyday chemicals. 

> A National Security Hotline is set up for the public to report possible 
signs of terrorism. 

> If you see anything unusual, such as a suspicious purchase, possession or 
storage of chemicals, report it to the National Security Hotline 

on 1800 123 400 or at hotlinelclnationalsecurity.gov.au on the internet. 

For more information on chemicals of security concern visit 
www.chemicalsecurity.gov.au on the internet. 
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TYPEWRITERS TO COMPUTERS 

.01 Police using a typewriter, 
circa 1970. 

.02 Victoria Police has transitioned 
its training to suit advances 
in technology. 


Now and Then 

TECHNOLOGY AND TRAINING 

EDITORIAL SARA-JANE HOOPER 

I n 1986, recruits spent five per 
cent of their time at the Victoria 



Police Academy in the information 
technology (IT) room, learning how 
to touch type. 

Today, instead of a focus on 
typing skills, recruits spend the 
same amount of time, in the same 
room, learning how to use police 
computer systems and how to store 
and manage digital information. 

While technology has and 
continues to progress rapidly, 
many core functions of policing 
remain the same. After teaching 
police recruits for the last 25 years, 
the Victoria Police Academy’s IT 
instructor Jenny Dawson has seen 
the evolution first-hand. 

“In 1986 I started as the 
Academy touch typing teacher 
and my first task was to use a tiny 
brush to paint over the letters on 
the typewriter keys,” Ms Dawson 
recalls. 

The aim of the paint was to 
teach recruits to touch type at 25 
words per minute without looking 
at the keys, which was much more 
efficient than what Ms Dawson 
refers to as ‘the hunt and peck 
method of typing’that many 
recruits used. 

“It was such an important lesson 
because members would have to 
type records of interview that could 
include more than 400 questions 
and answers. Touch typing would 
make it much quicker.” 

Ms Dawson witnessed the 
introduction of computers to the 
classroom and police stations at 
the start of the 21 st century. 

“Computers were a big step 
forward from electronic typewriters 
and really improved efficiency when 
police were completing reports 
because of the ability to fix errors 
and save information,” she said. 



“Computers really became a 
part of everyday policing when they 
were rolled out to police stations 
and members started processing 
offences on electronic databases.” 

With the advent of computers, 
and the introduction of cassettes, 
followed by DVDs to record 
interviews, the need for touch 
typing diminished, but IT classes 
remained essential to teach 
police howto manage information 
securely and about the risks and 
opportunities faced with growing 
use of the internet, social media 
and more. 

“IT has progressed so much that 
we now have four IT rooms and four 
instructors to teach recruits,” Ms 
Dawson said. 

“While technology has really 
changed the way police complete 
their work, it certainly hasn’t made 
the ‘hunt and peck method’ in the IT 
room redundant.”* 


i>: 
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National Police 


Remembrance Day 



Join Victoria Police m honouring those who have made the ullimate sacrifice to protect the 
community at a Remembrance Day march and service. 


9am ■ Police will march from Princes Bridge. Melbourne and proceed down SI Kilda Road 

to the Victoria Police Memorial. 





f vi V ir . / J Ck 


r?i ■ 





r 




j. | ^ 





.few ^fHt 1 


/ 

- ij 


ii 

hi 

J 

-A 

/ *\ 

fj 

l 


Memorial Service - F 

riday, 28 September, 2012 



9.20am - A remembrance service will be held at the Victoria Police Memorial.Tom’s Block 
St Kitda Road. Melbourne. MeKvay ref: 2FH9 


Please note: National Police Remembrance Day is held on 23 September, however, this year the 
memorial service will be held on 26 September. 




